INTRODUCTION
Flying foxes play an important ecological role in Australia by pollinating forest ecosystems and dispersing seeds. These generally hardy animals occasionally sustain injuries (often due to manmade hazards) or illness. A dedicated network of flying fox carers across Australia help to rehabilitate orphaned, injured or sick animals and return them to the wild. As a community, flying fox carers play a vital role but are poorly understood. We are interested in gathering basic demographic information about current flying fox carers. We are also interested in examining the safety habits of carers given that flying foxes can harbor viruses capable of being transmitted to humans. We do not wish to cause undue fear of flying foxes, which are often maligned and misunderstood. Rather, our goal is to work together with flying fox carers to best ensure their safety and enable them to continue aiding these remarkable and important animals.
This study is being conducted by Ms. Cecilia Sanchez and Dr. Michelle Baker as part of ongoing research on flying foxes at the Australian Animal Health Laboratory.
WHAT IS THE AIM OF THIS STUDY?
The aim of this study is to investigate flying fox carers' risk perceptions and safety precautions in various situations involving flying foxes.
CAN I PARTICIPATE?
We are looking for Australian residents aged 18 years and older who have cared for one or more flying foxes within the past 12 months. In order to complete the online survey, you will need access to a computer with internet facilities and to be able to read and understand English.
HOW WILL THE STUDY BE CARRIED OUT?
Your participation in this study will involve:
• A onetime online survey accessed through SurveyMonkey
• This survey will be selfadministered -you can do it in your own time without help
• To start, you will need to click on the next button and this will take you to the survey • Once you start, the survey should take between 15 -20 minutes to complete
• The survey must be completed in one sitting
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY?
You may not benefit directly from participation in this study, but you will be providing a valuable contribution to our understanding of carers and their perceptions to disease transmission from flying foxes. This information will guide us in providing information to current and future carers that will assist in assuring their health and safety. This information may also assist in improving public awareness of flying foxes and the importance of flying fox carers in the rehabilitation of sick and injured animals and caring for orphaned animals. Your personal results will not be available to you as the data collected are nonidentifiable; however, the overall research results will be made available to all participants upon completion of the study in the form of a published paper.
ARE THERE ANY RISKS INVOLVED?
As a lowrisk study, there are no foreseen physical or psychological risks involved. There may be a small inconvenience from the time taken to complete the survey; however, you are contributing to valuable scientific research. You may experience some fear of disclosing your personal information, however the data collected is anonymous and will be used at a group level only. CSIRO is governed under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). CSIRO is collecting your personal information for the purposes of conducting the study and related scientific research. CSIRO will only use and disclose your personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the NH&MRC National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007) as amended from time to time, and as otherwise required by law.
The data collected during this study are nonidentifiable (anonymous).
In relation to studies conducted by CSIRO, it is customary for all personal information to be identified by a code and stored on secure CSIRO servers for a period of 7 years. Except where otherwise required by law or a government body, at the end of this period your records will be destroyed or permanently deidentified.
We will not use or disclose your information for direct marketing purposes.
CSIRO may publish study results and data in research publications and press releases; however, CSIRO will deidentify any personal information contained in the data and results so that you cannot be identified.
Where third parties are assisting CSIRO in relation to the conduct of this study (such as university staff, students and other health professionals), we may disclose your personal information to those third parties for this purpose on a confidential basis. CSIRO will require such third parties to keep this information confidential and to only use your personal information for the purposes of the study and otherwise in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988.
WHAT IF I WISH TO WITHDRAW?
You are free to withdraw at any time during the study. If you choose to withdraw (i.e. exit the survey without clicking the "Done" button), none of the information you have provided will be retained. If you do not wish to participate in the survey, it will help us for response rate calculations if you could indicate this below and click 'Next.' The survey will then be terminated. 
IF YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS

